Languages of Asia and the Pacific

(from UNESCO, compiled by Frank Edgerton, MSDE, December, 2003)


(Includes East Asia, South Central Asia, South-East Asia and Oceania)

Afghanistan

Official Languages = Pashto, Dari

Leading languages in daily use = Pashto, Dari, Hazaragi, Uzbek, Aimaq

Armenia

Official Languages = Armenian

Leading languages in daily use = Armenian, Azerbaijani, Russian, Kurdish, Ukrainian

Australia

Official Languages = English

Leading languages in daily use = English, Italian, Greek, Cantonese, Arabic

Azerbaijan

Official Languages = Azeri

Leading languages in daily use = Azeri, Russian, Turkish, English, French

Bangladesh

Official Languages = Bangla

Leading languages in daily use = Bangla, English, Urdu, Sylheti, Hindi

Bhutan

Official Languages = Dzongkha

Leading languages in daily use = Dzongkha, Nepali, Scharchup, Kebumtamp, Gurtu

Cambodia

Official Languages = Khmer

Leading languages in daily use = Khmer, Vietnamese, Chinese

China

Official Languages = Mandarin

Leading Languages in daily use = Mandarin, Cantonese, Xiang, Min, Hakka

Georgia

Official Languages = Georgian

Leading languages in daily use = Georgian, Mingrelian, Armenian, Russian, Azeri

Hong Kong 

Official Languages = ----.

Leading Languages in daily use = Cantonese, Min Nan, English, Vietnamese

India

Official Languages = Assamese, Bengali, English (Associate), Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalan, Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu
Leading languages in daily use = Hindi, Bengali, Telugu, Marathi, Tamil

Indonesia

Official Languages = Bahasa, Indonesian

Leading languages in daily use = Javanese, Bahasa, Malay, Madura, Minang, Indonesian

Iran (Islamic Rep. of)

Official Languages = Farsi

Leading languages in daily use = Farsi, Azeri, Kurdish, Arabic, Baluchi

Japan

Official Languages = Japanese

Leading Languages in daily use = Japanese

Kazakhstan

Official Languages = Kazakh

Leading languages in daily use = Kazakh, Russian, Uzbek, Uigur, German

Korea (Dem.People’s Rep.)

Official Languages = Korean

Leading Languages in daily use = Korean

Korea (Rep. of)

Official Languages = Korean

Leading Languages in daily use = Korean

Kyrgyzstan

Official Languages = Kirghiz

Leading languages in daily use = Kirghiz, Russian, Uzbek, Ukrainian, Tatar

Lao People’s Dem. Rep.

Official Languages = Lao

Leading languages in daily use = Lao, Khmu, Tai, Hmong, So

Malaysia

Official Languages = Malay

Leading languages in daily use = Malay, Chinese, Tamil, Javanese, English

Mongolia

Official Languages = Mongolian

Leading Languages in daily use = Mongolian, Kalmyk, Kazakh, Buriat, Chinese

Myanmar 

Official Languages = Burmese

Leading languages in daily use = Burmese, Karen, Shan, Arakanese, Chinese

Nauru

Official Languages = English

Leading languages in daily use = Nauruan, English

Nepal

Official Languages = Nepalese

Leading languages in daily use = Nepali, Maithali, Bhojpuri, Tharu, Tamang

New Zealand

Official Languages = English, Maori

Leading languages in daily use = English, Maori, Samoan, Cantonese, Mandarin

Niue

Official Languages = English, Niuean

Leading languages in daily use = Niuean, English

Pakistan

Official Languages = Urdu, English

Leading languages in daily use = Urdu, Pashto, Punjabi, Sindhi, Baluchi

Papua New Guinea

Official Languages = English

Leading languages in daily use = Pidgin-English, Motu

Philippines

Official Languages = Tagalog, English

Leading languages in daily use = Tagalog, Cebuano, Ilocano, Bicolano, Waray

Samoa

Official Languages = Samoan, English

Leading languages in daily use = Samoan, English, French, Tokelauan

Singapore

Official Languages = Chinese, English, Malay, Tamil

Leading languages in daily use = Chinese, Malay, English, Tamil, Thai

Sri Lanka

Official Languages = English, Sinhala, Tamil

Leading languages in daily use = Sinhala, Tamil, English, Malay

Tajikistan

Official Languages = Tajik

Leading languages in daily use = Tajik, Uzbek, Russian, Tatar, Kirghiz

Thailand

Official Languages = Thai

Leading languages in daily use = Thai, Malay, Chinese, Khmer, Karen

Turkmenistan

Official Languages = Turkmen

Leading languages in daily use = Turkmen, Russian, Uzbek, Kazakh

Uzbekistan

Official Languages = Uzbek

Leading languages in daily use = Uzbek, Russian, Kazakh, Tatar, Karakalpak

Viet Nam

Official Languages = Vietnamese

Leading languages in daily use = Vietnamese, Tai, Muong, Nung, Chinese
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